[Cloning and expression of thermostable secretory metalloproteinase genes from two Bacillus brevis strains in Bacillus subtilis cells].
Two closely related genes of thermostable Bac. brevis metalloproteases were cloned and expressed in Bac. subtilis cells. Their restriction maps and directions of transcription were determined. Thermostability and thermal optimum of proteolytic activity of cloned gene products are significantly lower than those of native enzymes. The authors believe that alteration of the enzymes' characteristics may be due to uncorrected folding of thermostable protein in case of its expression in mesophilic bacterial strains.